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Check out "Prosecutors
and the Press: Ethical and
Practical Guidance"

One of a prosecutor’s main duties is to communicate. Prosecutors can build
community trust by educating the public about the facts, legal standards, and
procedures that underlie their decisions. However, prosecutors are also governed by
ethical rules that restrict what they may say publicly. These ethical rules take the
rights of the accused and victims into account and are an important part of a fair and
just criminal justice system. Prosecutors must find the right approach to providing
needed information to the press without overstepping their ethical boundaries.

This article provides considerations and suggestions for prosecutors on how to
ethically communicate with the public, how to develop a communications strategy,
and how to work with the press at various stages of a case.

Full Article (PDF)  

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://innovativeprosecutionsolutions.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/20221013-Prosecutors-and-the-Press-Ethi...nd-Practical-Guidance-PCE-and-PAAM.pdf___.YXAzOmFlcXVpdGFzcmVzb3VyY2U6YTpvOjVkYTIyMGRmNTE2MjhlNTM5OWVkOWZjNDFhYWRjZGRlOjY6ZGVhNDo0MTU0MzhhOWJhODFjNGY5ZDQ3OGE3NzlmM2Q2ZTU5NGZmZTk0MzEwNDliZWM3ODBjMTQyNGQzNzgyNWQyZjU0Omg6VA
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Quick Guide (PDF)

STRATEGIES IN FOCUS                         

 
Rhode Island Attorney General's Office (RIAGO)

In response to local crime trends, the Rhode Island Attorney General’s Office (RIAGO)
is investing in an Urban Violent Crime Task Force to combat violent crime in the state
—with a focus on better utilizing National Integrated Ballistic Information Network
data. This initiative brings together local law enforcement from the greater
Providence area with the Rhode Island Department of Corrections and the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives to proactively target violent crime and
firearms trafficking in the region. The RIAGO has also hired an intelligence analyst
and assigned sworn investigators to help support related investigations and
prosecutions by enhancing the office’s in-house crime intelligence capacity, and
conducting a "gap analysis" on existing information systems to increase
prosecutorial effectiveness.

An early sign of the project's effectiveness is a recent grand jury indictment of a
Rhode Island couple for firearms trafficking and ghost gun manufacturing. In July
2022, Task Force investigators arrested two Providence area individuals and seized
three-dozen illegal firearms—including 3 machine guns, 5 ghost guns, 23 ghost gun
kits, 16 silencers, 223 assorted magazines, 3 body armor vests, and thousands of
rounds of ammunition. This investigation stemmed from intelligence on firearms
trafficking developed by the Task Force as well as a previous Task Force investigation
that led to the arrest of three individuals in Central Falls and Providence. Removing
these weapons and related equipment from the streets has been met with praise
from the community, as these arrests and seizures are a crucial part of keeping
weapons out of the hands of criminals and others who are precluded from buying
them.
 

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://innovativeprosecutionsolutions.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/20221013-Quick-Guide-Prosecutors-and-th...actical-Guidance-PCE-and-PAAM1-1-1.pdf___.YXAzOmFlcXVpdGFzcmVzb3VyY2U6YTpvOjVkYTIyMGRmNTE2MjhlNTM5OWVkOWZjNDFhYWRjZGRlOjY6MTJkMjo0MTBhNzhjMmY4OWVjMzk4Y2I4YmIwNzYxZDM0NzVlNzE0NDQxZmRiODRiMTBmNjZkZWE1YTI5NTgwMjhkNzBkOmg6VA
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://riag.ri.gov___.YXAzOmFlcXVpdGFzcmVzb3VyY2U6YTpvOjVkYTIyMGRmNTE2MjhlNTM5OWVkOWZjNDFhYWRjZGRlOjY6M2RmNTpjMzE0ODRlMDJjN2RhYmFiMzg0N2Q4ZmU3ZWEzM2RiOTYwMGE1MzBmM2Y2MzBiZGE4ODhlZDhlMjEzZTUwN2E3Omg6VA
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://www.atf.gov/firearms/national-integrated-ballistic-information-network-nibin___.YXAzOmFlcXVpdGFzcmVzb3VyY2U6YTpvOjVkYTIyMGRmNTE2MjhlNTM5OWVkOWZjNDFhYWRjZGRlOjY6Yzk4Zjo3NzlkOWVjZmM5ZTQzODMyMWUyMWI0NzE3ZGM5ZjRlZDJjZTQxOWQzYmRkYjEzNmMxMTIzNDZlNzllNWZmNDUzOmg6VA
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://doc.ri.gov___.YXAzOmFlcXVpdGFzcmVzb3VyY2U6YTpvOjVkYTIyMGRmNTE2MjhlNTM5OWVkOWZjNDFhYWRjZGRlOjY6MWRlYTo3MTFmOWI0OWJmYzZiZWRjNWYwMDllYTczMTNiNjlkMmI4ZWMxYmE5YzFmYTk3NGI0ODgwN2Y3MjBhODI5MjhhOmg6VA
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://www.atf.gov___.YXAzOmFlcXVpdGFzcmVzb3VyY2U6YTpvOjVkYTIyMGRmNTE2MjhlNTM5OWVkOWZjNDFhYWRjZGRlOjY6ZWEyMDo1MjFlNzVhYjEwNzQ4MmM3ODMyYTM1NjI4NzcxZGM4ZTY1NWU4M2U3MWNjOWYyNzY1ZGQwNzQxNmI5ZDJjNjlmOmg6VA
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CASE HIGHLIGHT
LGBTQ Jury Discrimination: SmithKline Beecham Corp. v. Abbot Laboratories, 740
F.3D 471 (9th Cir. 2014); Commonwealth v. Carter, 172 N.E.3D 367 (Mass. 2021)

SmithKline Beecham Cooperation (SmithKline) filed suit against Abbot Laboratories
(Abbott), a drug manufacturer producing HIV treatments, on the grounds that they
artificially raised drug prices. During jury selection, Abbot exercised its first
peremptory strike against the only self-identified gay person in the venire.
SmithKline challenged the strike, arguing that under Batson v. Kentucky, 476 U.S. 79
(1986) it constituted impermissible discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation.
Id. at 474. The district court denied the challenge, and on cross-appeal, SmithKline
asserted that a new trial was warranted on all counts due to the Batson violation. 

On appeal, the 9th Circuit agreed with SmithKline and remanded the case for a new
trial, holding that classifications based on sexual orientation are subject to
heightened scrutiny. Id. at 484. In its ruling, the court relied on the reasoning of U.S.
v. Windsor, 133 S. Ct. 2675 (2013), in which the U.S. Supreme Court had applied
heightened scrutiny to equal protection claims in order to investigate the injuries
inflicted on persons who were gay and lesbian by the Defense of Marriage Act. Id.
Thus, the 9th Circuit concluded that any state action which discriminates based on
sexual orientation must be carefully examined to ensure “our most fundamental
institutions neither send nor reinforce messages of stigma or second-class status.”
Id. at 483.

Several states outside of the 9th Circuit have looked to the logic in SmithKline
Beecham Corp. v. Abbot Laboratories to inform their own laws against LGBTQ+ jury
discrimination. In Commonwealth v. Carter, 172 N.E.3d 367 (Mass. 2021), the
Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts examined the use of a peremptory strike to
remove a potentially lesbian venire member from the jury. Although the court
ultimately found there wasn’t enough evidence on the record to determine the
woman’s sexual orientation, they asserted that as a matter of first impression, a
prospective juror's sexual orientation was a protected status for Batson purposes. Id.
at 380-81. In coming to this conclusion, the court relied on SmithKline’s
interpretation of Windsor, and agreed that continuing the “deplorable tradition of
treating gays and lesbians as undeserving of participation in our nation's most
cherished rites and rituals” violates the principles of a fair and impartial trial. Id. at
380.

 

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://caselaw.findlaw.com/us-9th-circuit/1655201.html___.YXAzOmFlcXVpdGFzcmVzb3VyY2U6YTpvOjVkYTIyMGRmNTE2MjhlNTM5OWVkOWZjNDFhYWRjZGRlOjY6MDNmZDpiZjU0NmRhOTk4NTUwMjAxOTU2MmY5ODE3ZTY3ZDljODczNGRiMjQwMjFlYWJlZWI5MWVlZDgwMjc5NzE4NTY1Omg6VA
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November 16, 2 PM ET - 3:30 PM ET: A Broader Sense of Justice:
Respecting Victim Autonomy While Pursuing Offender Accountability in
Sexual and Domestic Violence Cases

Prosecutors seeking justice in crimes of sexual and domestic violence must often
balance holding perpetrators accountable and valuing victim autonomy. Many
victims are unable to participate in the prosecution for reasons including fear,
ongoing trauma, love for or loyalty to the perpetrator, intimidation, financial harm,
self-blame, or embarrassment. Reliving the traumatization of their sexual assault or
domestic abuse while feeling like they are in the spotlight can be overwhelming and
lead to reluctance to participate in the process. When this happens, the pressure to
ensure offenders are fully prosecuted may tempt prosecutors to utilize more extreme
methods such as material witness warrants or to seek body attachments or bench
warrants—without full appreciation of the impact on the victim or a consideration of
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possible alternatives.

This presentation will discuss the obstacles victims face when considering whether
to participate in the prosecution of domestic violence or sexual assault and will
suggest strategies that prosecutors can use to minimize these barriers to facilitate
victim participation. Presenters will highlight the negative impacts that pre-trial
detention and other next-level measures have on victims and on the community. In
circumstances when victims are unable to participate, presenters will discuss
possible alternatives for the prosecutor and considerations for balancing public
safety risks with victim self-determination.
 

Register here

This project is supported by Grant No. 15JOVW-21-GK-02220-MUMU awarded by the U.S. Department of Justice,

Office on Violence Against Women (OVW). The opinions, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this

presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Department of Justice.

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_WTLgng72TCCDM6TEYa5T5w___.YXAzOmFlcXVpdGFzcmVzb3VyY2U6YTpvOjVkYTIyMGRmNTE2MjhlNTM5OWVkOWZjNDFhYWRjZGRlOjY6NzFiMjpmZTI1OTllZjRiMDI4NWNhM2UxNDZlYjZjMTJhOWMwOGU5YmZjMWFkZjNjMDUxOTViNTI3MWU1NzRlMjNmMWNiOmg6VA
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January 11-23, 2023 in Los Angeles, California: National Convening:
Human Trafficking in Illicit Massage

AEquitas is partnering with The Network Group, Inc., National Association of
Attorneys General, Thai CDC, California Massage Therapy Council, and Garden of
Hope to host a Convening on Human Trafficking within the Illicit Massage Industry.
This is an opportunity for a range of stakeholders to learn, challenge themselves, and
discuss promising practices with professionals from a variety of fields, including
researchers, law enforcement, government agencies, and victim services.

The event will be held in-person in Los Angeles, CA 1/11-12/23. Register before 11/11
for early bird pricing.
 

Register here

AEquitas' participation in this convening is supported under 15POVC-21-GK-03263-HT, awarded by the Office for

Victims of Crime, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, and conclusions or

recommendations expressed in this presentation are those of the contributors and do not necessarily represent the

official position or policies of the U.S. Department of Justice.

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

Rural Violence Crime Reduction Initiative (RVCRI)

Funded by the Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA), the Rural Violent Crime Reduction
Initiative (RVCRI) is an effort to provide funding and assistance to rural law
enforcement agencies seeking to reduce violent crime and address problems
associated with violent crime. Funding and support are available for implementing
violent crime reduction strategies, improving investigations, improving services to
victims, and for enhancing collaboration between local stakeholders. The RVCRI

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://www.thenetworkteam.org/conference/main___.YXAzOmFlcXVpdGFzcmVzb3VyY2U6YTpvOjVkYTIyMGRmNTE2MjhlNTM5OWVkOWZjNDFhYWRjZGRlOjY6MGFmZToxNDhlOTYwZmIwODE5ODkxZDU1MDM2NzA3MjAxZGI0N2FjZTZmNDNhZjZkMWQyZDc0YmU5YjE1NmZhY2E3NDM5Omg6VA
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://bja.ojp.gov/news/opportunity-available-rural-violent-crime-reduction-initiative___.YXAzOmFlcXVpdGFzcmVzb3VyY2U6YTpvOjVkYTIyMGRmNTE2MjhlNTM5OWVkOWZjNDFhYWRjZGRlOjY6MTc0MTowZGQwYTllODIxNjU3NGY4MjRiNjc2OWFlMWMwYmM0YWVlNGZmMzI5MzY2NzE2ZDhlZmY1OGUwMTQ2M2YwNGUyOmg6VA
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://ruralvcri.org/rvcri-application/___.YXAzOmFlcXVpdGFzcmVzb3VyY2U6YTpvOjVkYTIyMGRmNTE2MjhlNTM5OWVkOWZjNDFhYWRjZGRlOjY6ZjQ5ZTpkMzNhYzhlOWJkY2Q3Y2RhZGNlNDhiMTVmY2YzNDRmNDc0ZmZmMzQ1OTkzYzFjNWE3NzdjODc4MTZhZjU5NDQ3Omg6VA
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Microgrant Application will always remain open; however, the first deadline for
application review is December 15, 2022.

AEquitas
1000 Vermont Avenue NW, Suite 1010 | Washington, DC 20005 

 AEquitasResource.org | info@aequitasresource.org

©2009-2022 AEquitas, a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization

This project was supported by Grant No. 2020-YX-BX-K001 awarded by the Bureau of Justice Assistance. The
Bureau of Justice Assistance is a component of the Department of Justice's Office of Justice Programs, which also

includes the Bureau of Justice Statistics, the National Institute of Justice, the Office of Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention, the Office for Victims of Crime, and the SMART Office. Points of view or opinions in this

document are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the official position or policies of the U.S.
Department of Justice.
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